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Leadership Directory
National Officers

President Larry Fennern, lefennern@gmail.com
Vice President Ron Moore, ron_m48084@yahoo.com
Secretary Veronica Zieminski, vhz627@hotmail.com
Treasurer Ralph Sherer, RLsherer@sbcglobal.net

Membership Coordinator Joni Page, j.page.81623@gmail.com
Webmaster Rick Newcomb, rnewcomb@comcast.net
Tidings Editor Val Sherer, valpub@yahoo.com
Past President/Auditor Randy Samson, rjs16016@gmail.com

TrailBlazers web page: http://tmtrailblazers.org

Chapters
Appalachian Chapter: Kentucky, North Carolina,
Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia
Director, Rick Hale, haleriju@gmail.com
Assistant director, Jude Chauvette,
judeman@comcast.net

New England Pilgrim Chapter: Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont
& New Brunswick & Nova Scotia, Canada
Director, Dick Hamel, commodor47@verizon.net
Asst. Director, Rick Newcomb, rnewcomb@comcast.net

Central Northeast Chapter: Delaware, Maryland,
New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Washington DC
Director, Bill Elliott, bimba1134@aol.com
Assistant Director, Gene Culman, gculman@gmail.com

North Central Heartland Chapter: N & S Dakota, Iowa,
Minnesota, Nebraska, & Manitoba, Canada
Director, Amy Chrisman, heyitsamy07@hotmail.com

Charter Chapter: Illinois, Indiana, Michigan,
Wisconsin & Ontario, Canada
Director, Carl Wisler, carl.wisler@att.net
Dixie Chapter: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina,
Mississippi
Directors, Mike & Christine Newman,
pollytech42@yahoo.com
Assistant Directors, Ed & Karen Dugo,
eddugo@yahoo.com

Northwest Chapter: Washington, Oregon, Idaho,
Montana
& British Columbia & Alberta, Canada
Director, John Vinje, goldwingj1@yahoo.com
South Central Heartland Chapter: Arkansas, Kansas,
Louisiana, Missouri, Oklahoma, Texas
Director, Susan Samson, sgbrws13@gmail.com
West Coast Chapter: California, Nevada, Arizona
Director, Ralph Sherer, RLsherer@sbcglobal.net

Mile High TrailBlazers: Colorado, Wyoming, New
Mexico, Utah
Director, Tina Bedard, Tinabeda@comcast.net
Assistant Director, Warren Luckow,
wjluckow@mindspring.com

From the Editors:
We welcome rally reports, announcements, recipes, repair hints, anything that would be of general interest to
our membership. The Tidings is published three times a year: January, May, and September. The deadlines for
submitting articles for publication are December 1, April 1, and August 1. Please send all articles for publication
to Val Sherer, valpub@yahoo.com. When sending rally announcements, also send a copy to our webmaster, Rick
Newcomb (rnewcomb@comcast.net) so he can put them on the TrailBlazers web page (http://tmtrailblazers.org).
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR PRIVACY
There have been concerns about publishing member information on websites. In particular, the concern was that listing the names and
other address information of rally contacts, directors, etc. might expose those people to harassment or other unwanted contact. The
member information published in The Tidings is in a ‘controlled’ distribution. That is, The Tidings is only sent to members. Many times
the rally announcements in The Tidings are copied to Internet web sites as a means of getting broader coverage for our events. However,
when the rally information is published on the Internet, everyone can read it. So, if you don’t want your personal information (name,
address, phone or email address) to be published on the Internet, indicate your desire with your rally announcements or other items you
send for publication and we’ll put the notice (not to be published on the Internet) with your personal information.

May 2022

The Tidings Page 2

TrailManor™ TrailBlazers

Post-Its from the President — Larry Fennern
Confessions from the President – Larry Fennern

Spring is here and summer is on the way. Looking at announcements
of club rallies, for some, the camping season has already begun, and
for others it will commence soon.
I’ve spent the last few weeks preparing my TM for summer camping. For example, while traveling to the Branson Jubilee the previous autumn, an ABS nut holding the drain piping to the sink outlet
cracked, resulting in a leak when draining the sink. I learned that
RV plumbing and sizing is not necessarily the same as home plumbing, and visits to Lowe’s, Home Depot and a large plumbing supply
store failed to produce a replacement nut and matching piping. My
short-term fix was to support the drain piping by placing a can of
Chef BOYARDEE ravioli between top of the internal water tank
and the drain P-Trap as shown in the figure. Surprisingly, this held
the piping tight against the sink drain and stopped leaks all the way
home to California, where I had time to find parts and undertake
my first maintenance project.
But it is another project before camping season – lubricating trailer wheel bearings – that is the focus of my
confessions. Wiser men have noted that bearings should not be over-lubricated or under-lubricated, and I
confess to experiencing the outcome of both! Initially, I tended to over-lube the bearings using the grease
fittings on the axle, which resulted in grease passing beyond the seal behind the inner bearings, causing a
lubricated brake spring to slip off its supports in stop-and-go traffic and grind inside the brake assembly.
Perhaps I became too sparing with my grease after that, as one of my wheel bearings overheated on another
trip, creating smoke and a ruined spindle. Following that incident, I considered advice that trailer bearings
should be repacked with fresh grease “every 12,000 miles
or once a year.” I paid attention to the “12,000 miles,”
but not the “once a year.” Two years following my last
repacking, and with only 7,000 miles of travel, I had another bearing overheat.
Alas, it is very inconvenient when any of the above
happen. So this year I enrolled in YouTube University,
watching and taking notes from videos describing how
to repack trailer bearings. Armed with YouTube knowledge and with help from a neighbor with past experience
repacking trailer bearings, I removed old grease from my
bearings and repacked them with fresh bearing grease. I
would like to feel comfortable that my camping travels
this year will be free of smoking bearings. However, I
keep reminding myself that the final exam is yet to come
with this year’s travels, and I hope my next article in this
series is not another embarrassing confession!
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Welcome New Directors of Appalacian Chapter
We have been TrailBlazers members since 2017
when we joined the Pilgrim Chapter in New England.
We loved the rallies and the people so much we kept
up our membership even though we no longer have a
TrailManor. Jude has a good saying about that. He says
the group is not about the RV, it’s about the people that
belong to it.
We moved to Galax, Virginia, in 2021 and wanted to
transfer to the Appalachian Chapter, so when we found
out that the previous director resigned, we agreed to
host a rally which is the one we just had where we were
elected Director and Co-Director.
Rick Hale and Jude Chauvette

New Director, Rick (left)

Assistant Director, Jude (right)

Rally Announcements & Reports
Please send all rally announcements to Val Sherer, Tidings Editor, valpub@yahoo.com
(17 Angela Ave, San Anselmo CA 94960)

Please send Word files, with photo separate, not embedded.
To make your announcement complete, include the Chapter name, the name, address, phone and email address
of the place where the rally will be held, the rally dates, the cost, the host or contact person, including the address,
phone, and email if available. Also include any special instructions such as bringing gifts, potluck suppers, etc.
You may include additional information but always include as much of the above as possible. Please keep your
announcements to no more than a page. Folks who plan to attend a rally can request further details from the host.
Send copies of your emails to Rick Newcomb, rnewcomb@comcast.net so he can update the TrailBlazers Rally
pages.
Check the TrailBlazers Rally pages at www.tmtrailblazers.org for any changes.

Rally Reports: If you send photos, please send the originals separately.
Photos pasted into Word don’t work well and cause extra work.

WARNING ABOUT EMAIL SCAMS
CIRCULATING AMONG THE TRAILBLAZERS CLUB
Some club members have been receiving emails
from scammers faking identity as a club officer, and
asking the member to help the officer make a charitable donation on behalf of the club, supposedly because the officer is traveling without phone access
and promises to reimburse the member later. The
club does not use funds for the various charitable
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causes mentioned in these scams; funds are only
used for membership activities and benefits.
IF YOU RECEIVE A SUSPICIOUS EMAIL
SUPPOSEDLY FROM A CLUB OFFICER
REQUESTING MONEY OR GIFT CARDS, PLEASE
DELETE IT OR CALL THE OFFICER BEFORE
RESPONDING.
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Upcoming Rally Dates
Rally announcements are also posted on www.tmtrailblazers.org
NorthWest Chapter
Chehalis WA
June 2-5, 2022
See page 14

West Coast Chapter
Casa de Fruta
Hollister CA
April 20-24, 2023
See page 16

North Central Heartland
Sioux Falls SD
July 13-17, 2022
See page 18
Charter Chapter
Boulder Junction WI
June 23-26, 2022
See page 15

New England Pilgrim
Charlemont MA
May 13-15, 2022
See page 13

New England Pilgrim
Oak Haven Family
Campground
Wales MA
Aug 19-21, 2022
See page 13
West Coast Chapter
September 15-18, 2022
Lemon Grove CA
See page 16
Mile High TrailBlazers
See page 17
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Dixie Chapter
Belden MS
October 14-16, 2022
See page 14
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Hosting a TrailBlazers Chapter Rally
by Vice President Ron Moore
If you are sitting around the campfire with your
TrailBlazers friends at a TrailBlazers rally, and your
Chapter Director brings up the topic of finding the next
volunteer to host a rally, do you crouch down in your
camping chair just like you might have done years ago
in your desk when the teacher in the classroom was
about to pick on someone? My goal is to convince you
that hosting a rally is not something to “avoid”.
A chapter rally is a planned gathering of fellow member RVr’s with a common interest — our TrailManors

and camping! Members volunteering to host rallies help
keep the chapter healthy and active. Let your Chapter
Director know if you are willing to host a rally.
It’s a Great way to get to know your other chapter
members. Also, they most likely will go out of their way
to help you AND thank you for being a rally host. Any
“challenges” encountered usually turn out to be a fun
filled discussion around the campfire.
Now I would like to describe the scope of hosting
and planning a chapter rally.

1. Rules: There are no hard rules as to the scope of a
Rally. It is up to the planner/host. It can be very simple all the way up to planning every moment of the
weekend. YES, a chapter rally is typically a weekend
(Friday – Sunday) although a day can be added on
either side of the weekend IF DESIRED.

the next rally. Be sure to save receipts and work
with your Chapter’s Director.
6. That’s it! Campfires and a basic agenda providing
times for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Each meal
could be as simple as “bring your own” and meet
at a designated site, carpool to a local eatery, or a
combination.

2. A simple good time
1. Find a campground that you think would be a
great place to camp. Typically it provides full
hookups but could also provide only water and
electric.
2. Talk to the reservation office of the campground
and ask to reserve a small number of sites. Your
Director can give you an idea how many sites are
“typical” for the Chapter’s Rallies.
3. Make sure you can commit to BE THERE
during the rally dates no matter what - even if
no one else attends. Remember, you wanted to go
camping! That way if there is a newcomer or last
minute attendee, they don’t show up with no one
else there!
4. Have an agenda to pass out to attendees so that
they know what to expect each day. This again
can be very simple or very detailed—it’s up to
YOU.
5. If there are any expenses to be incurred, like
purchasing campfire wood or reserving a
pavilion from the campground, it is perfectly
acceptable (and expected) to collect money from
each attendee. Be sure to figure this out and
collect money BEFORE the rally begins. Any
excess should go to the chapter “kitty” to support

3. A good time with some “Extra’s”
1. If you want to do MORE, for your rally here are
some suggestions:
a) add a nature walk to the schedule
b) list a visit to a local attraction to the schedule
c) add a “potluck” for one of the meals to the
schedule. This will probably require a bit more
effort to ensure enough seating, space for food,
plates, cups, napkins, etc. Some Chapters have
“supplies” to support something like this. Talk
to your Director.
Final comments: Always make sure to welcome everyone on their first day to your rally. Make sure that
no one is left out of any activity. Give each a chance to
decide whether they will participate or not. Also, asking each campsite to introduce themselves around the
campfire and telling a little bit about themselves creates
one of the most memorable parts of the weekend. It is
where the bonds and friendships start to form, or are
re-kindled.
So there you have it. I encourage you to give it a try.
Your fellow Chapter members will really appreciate
your efforts and thank you for it.
Spring is here!
Happy camping,
Ron Moore, VP

So let’s start easy …
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Rally Reports
Dixie Chapter Winter Rally
The Dixie Chapter held our first rally in over
2 years at Reed Bingham State Park in Adel, GA
in January. We had 13 units there and it was
great to see old friends again and welcome some
new ones.
The weather was rainy and very cold but it
didn’t seem to dampen anyone’s spirits. Friday
night we enjoyed a group outing to Company
5 Catfish House, where we kind of dawdled for
awhile because the weather was too cold and
wet for a campfire.
Saturday Evening was better with a delicious
potluck dinner in the warm and spacious pavilion, where we had volunteers to host a Spring
and a Fall rally, and a campfire afterward.
A couple of units had electrical problems
through no fault of their own. In fact, the
Newman’s power was out for the night on
Saturday. Fortunately they had a propane heater and good battery power to see them through
until management fixed it the next morning.
Sunday morning we had breakfast in the pavilion and said good-by to those leaving. Several
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of us stayed behind for another day and finally
enjoyed a bit of sunshine, although we still
had to wear coats, gloves and hats at evening
campfire. Our thanks to those hearty souls who
braved the cold.
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Dixie Chapter Winter Rally
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Appalachian Chapter Spring Rally, April 2022
The Appalachian Chapter had its first Spring
Rally in Mt. Airy, NC from April 22-24. There
were six parties in attendance to enjoy the
Mayberry Campground, located on the former
property of Eng and Chang Bunker, the famous
Siamese Twins of circus fame. Our sites had unobstructed views of a pond complete with ducks
and geese.
After arriving on Friday evening, the first
campfire circle was an opportunity for the
members to meet since all attendees were new
to each other. After a communal lighting of the
fire (it takes a whole village…), there was much
laughter and conversation.
On Saturday morning, group members gathered and drove to Pilot Mountain State Park for
fabulous views of the Piedmont. Several of our
two-footed and four-footed friends enjoyed a
short hike and posed for a group photo. In the
afternoon, everyone was on their own to explore
downtown Mt. Airy, also called Mayberry since
it’s the hometown of Andy Griffith. Visitors
were able to see replicas of Wally’s Service
Station, the Mayberry Courthouse and Jail,
Floyd’s Barbershop and Snappy lunch. Being a
very warm day, ice cream was a welcome treat
for some.
In the evening we had an awesome potluck,
including delicacies such as Cajun Jambalaya,
North Carolina Barbecue, brisket, as well as other delicious side dishes and desserts. Following
the meal was a business meeting during which
Rick Hale was unanimously elected the new director for the chapter and Jude Chauvette as his
assistant. We discussed ideas for a fall rally as
well. Finally, we welcomed Randy Samson, the
TrailBlazer Goodwill Ambassador, who talked
about location options for the next Jubilee rally.
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The day ended with another animated campfire
circle with much missed social contact.
On Sunday morning, each of the families
had leisurely mornings, most leaving for home
but some staying another day. We look forward
to many more gatherings with this awesome
group of campers and welcome anyone who
loves TrailManors to join any of our rallies.
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Appalachian Chapter Spring Rally
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West Coast Chapter Rally, Casa de Fruta, April 2022

The West Coast Spring Rally was held in late
April, once again at Casa de Fruta. California
desperately needs rain, so we made it happen!
We travelled and set up in spotty rain, some
in a heavy downpour. Thursday night we all
listened to raindrops on our thin TrailManor
roofs. We Californians NEVER complain about
rain! The rest of the weekend was sunny and a
bit warmer.
Most of us enjoyed dinner Thursday at Casa
de Restaurant and a few gathered in the clubhouse later. Friday evening we gathered for a
brief meeting and dessert. A jigsaw puzzle of
peacocks provided entertainment for a few folks
for a few days. Peacocks are common visitors in
the campground.
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Saturday was our usual potluck dinner and
on Sunday we travelled east to Los Banos to our
favorite Basque restaurant, Wool Growers, with
their usual huge spread.
We had a great time with old and new
friends and look forward to a new adventure in
September in the tiny town of Lemon Grove.
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West Coast Chapter Rally, Casa de Fruta, April 2022
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2022 Rally Announcements
New England Pilgrim Chapter Spring Rally, May 13–15
Country Aire Campground
Charlemont, MA
May 13-15, 2022

Please come and join us for camping in western
Massachusetts along the Mohawk Trail. The New England Pilgrim Chapter Spring Rally will be held at
Country Aire Campground, Route 2 - The Mohawk
Trail, Charlemont, MA.
website: http://www.countryairecampground.com/
phone: (413) 625-2996

The 2021 rate is $45.00 per night for full hookups
and $39.00 per night for water & electric hookups.
The rally will be in the off season and the off-season
discount will apply. Some members will be arriving
on Thursday and extending to Monday. Please feel
free to extend your reservation.

Make your reservation by calling Country Aire
Campground directly before October 31, 2021 or after January 15, 2022. Be sure to tell them you are with
the TrailBlazers rally hosted by Rick Newcomb. The
deadline is March 16, 2022. The campground will release the blocked off sites for our group after that date.
On Saturday morning we will bike the Canalside
Rail Trail in Turner Falls. Our traditional potluck
dinner is scheduled for Saturday evening at 5:30 pm.
For information about the rally, contact Rick Newcomb. If you do not have a TrailBlazers nametag,
please email Rick Newcomb with the names for the
nametags. He will have your nametags ready for you
at the rally.
Rick Newcomb email address: rnewcomb@comcast.net

New England Pilgrim Chapter Late Summer Rally, August 19–21
Oak Haven Family Campground
Wales, MA
Aug 19-21, 2022

The New England Pilgrim Chapter is currently
planning a late summer rally at Oak Haven Family
Campground, 22 Main Street, Wales, MA.
website:
https://oakhavencampground.com/
phone: (413) 245-7148
The campground has blocked off 12 sites, 5 full
hookup sites and 7 water & electric hookup sites, in
the McLeod Rally Field. The current 2020 rates are
$47.00 per night for full hookup sites and $45.00 per
night for water & electric hookup sites. If you wish a
full hookup site and the 5 full hookup sites in the McLeod Rally Field are already reserved then feel free to
reserve a full hookup site anywhere else in the campground. Some members will be arriving on Thursday
and extending to Monday. Please feel free to extend
your reservation. The campground offers a 10% discount for groups of 10 units or more. It also offers a
10% discount for Good Sam Club members.
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To make a reservation, please contact Oak Haven
Family Campground directly. Be sure to tell them
you are with Richard Hamel and the New England
Pilgrim TrailBlazers group. Reservation Deadline:
July 1, 2022. The campground will release the blocked
off sites for our group after that date.
On Saturday morning we will bike and hike the
nearby Grand Trunk Rail Trail. Our traditional potluck dinner is scheduled for Saturday evening at 6:00
pm.
If you do not have a TrailBlazers nametag,
please email Rick Newcomb with the names for the
nametags. He will have your nametags ready for you
at the rally.
For any additional information about the rally,
contact Dick Hamel or Rick Newcomb.
Dick Hamel: commodor47@verizon.net
Rick Newcomb: rnewcomb@comcast.net
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Dixie Chapter 2022 Fall Rally, Trace State Park, Belden MS, October 14-16
Bob and Cathy Bennett will host the fall rally 14-16
OCT 2022 (host will be there 12 thru 17 Oct) at Trace
State Park, 2139 Faulkner Road, Belden, MS 38826
Note there are two camping loops either is fine. The
conference room is in Eagle loop. Standard sites; not on
the water $28.00, Premium waterfront sites $32.00. An
enclosed conference center with kitchen has been reserved, at no cost if we have ten units.
WHAT TO EXPECT:

Friday night we will visit a local restaurant (location
yet to be determined)
Saturday we will have a potluck dinner:
An enclosed gathering place with kitchen has been
reserved, with no cost if we have ten units.
WHAT TO DO:

Bordering, but not affiliated with Trace State Park is
Pontotoc Country Club's 18-hole golf course, in which
Trace State Park's overnight guest may be entitled to
free GREEN FEES for up to two persons per stay/receipt. No play is allowed on tournament dates, other restrictions may apply.
Minutes for Tupelo one of Mississippi’s fastest growing cities
See what to do in Tupelo for a detailed list of places
to visit.
Please make your reservations as soon as possible as
they do not hold sites. Contact Bob and Cathy when you
have completed your reservation at rebcat26@gmail.
com or rebcat3@gmail.com or text to (334) 763-0031,
or 763-0032

Miles of secluded nature trails
Trace State Park was once home to Davey Crockett,
who lived with the Chickasaw Indians just prior to
heading to the Alamo to help is friend Sam Houston.

Northwest Chapter Spring Rally, Chehalis WA, June 2-5
Come join the newly revitalized Northwest Chapter
at Chehalis RV & Camping Resort; 2228 Centralia
Alpha Rd, Chehalis, WA 98532 Reservations (Thousand
Trails Members): 1-800-388-7788 Reservations (Nonmembers): 1-844-289-6234
For an overview of the amenities available the campground, use this link: Chehalis RV Camping | Thousand
Trails RV Campground in Washington (rvonthego.
com) Here is a map of the campground: https://rvonthego.com/media/com_rv/uploads/resorts/sm0119chehalis_1552928707.pdf
Cancellation & Refund Policy: No refunds will be
issued for early check-out. In the case of multiple sites
booked, cancellation penalties apply to each site that is
cancelled or changed. RV campsites: We allow full refunds for cancellations up to 2 days prior to your arrival
date for daily and weekly reservations.
If you are a Thousand Trails member, you must book
your reservation within your “booking window” (30,
60, 90, 120, 180 days out). Non-Thousand Trails members can call the Non-member Reservation number at
any time, to book your reservation for the June Rally.
Daily rate for the Rally: $52.20+tax. The campground
will be holding 16 sites for this Rally until April 1st, but
please get your reservations in early. The sites reserved
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have only water & electricity; if you absolutely require
sewer hook-ups, you can inquire about availability at
check-in time. $60.00 deposit required at time of reservation.
We will have a guest speaker on Friday evening and
are planning on having a BBQ / potluck on Saturday
evening.
AREA ATTRACTIONS
• Chehalis Mints Co., Centralia, WA Homemade candies
• Wells Winery. 140 Eschaton Rd, Onalaska, WA 98570
• The Huntting's Pumpkin Patch, Cinebar,
and Haunted Forest
• Winston Creek Falls, Mossyrock, WA
• Cowlitz Trout Hatchery, Toledo, WA riverside fishing
platforms
• Mount St. Helens National Volcanic Monument
• Mount Rainier National Park

If you are planning on attending this Rally, please
contact the Northwest Chapter Director, John Vinje @
any of the following: Preferred phone / text: 971-5333108; secondary phone / text: 763-447-5348; email:
goldwingj1@yahoo.com
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Charter Chapter Spring Rally, June 23-26, 2022
Boulder Junction, Wisconsin

June 23 - 26, 2022

Come join the Charter Chapter for a weekend of fun
hosted by Carl Wisler and David Stjern at;

Camp Holiday
11475 Rudolph Lake Lane
Boulder Junction, WI 54512
(715) 385-2264
https://camp-holiday.com

Attractions

Bond Falls: One hour
Black River: Falls 1.5 Hours (Home to The Great
Conglomerate Falls, Gorge Falls, Potawatomi Falls,
Sandstone Falls and Rainbow Falls all within 3
miles of Lake Superior.
Presque Isle River Waterfalls: 1.5 Hours (Home
to three beautiful waterfalls—Manabezho, Manido
and Nawadaha)
Copper Falls State Park: 1.5 Hours (Host to
Copper and Brownstone Falls and the Tyler Forks
Cascades)
Over 50 miles of paved Bike trails: between
Mercer-Manitowish Waters- Boulder JunctionSayer -St Germain.
For more information and local events:
https://boulderjct.org

The campground is holding 14 reservations until April 1, 2022 under the TrailBlazers name. For
Reservations call the campground. Indicate you want
to make the reservation for the TrailBlazers Charter
Chapter 2022 Spring Rally that are under Carl Wisler’s
name.
The information needed to place the reservation is:
Name, Address, Phone, arrival and departure dates,
RV/trailer length and the number of slide-outs.
Rates:
Full Hook-up $55.00 / night.
Nearby Hotel: Boulder Junction Motor Lodge,
10432 Main St. Boulder Junction, WI 54412 Phone
Send activity fee ($10.00 per Person) to Carl
715-385-2825
https://apps.gracesoft.com/pms/
OnlineBook ing v2/RoomDetails.aspx?Property- Wisler, W222N2827 Foxwood Ln, Waukesha WI
53186-1037- Please also provide a contact cell phone
Id=1941&PMSFolder=PMS

number, address, Arrival and departure dates and
Campsite assigned by campground.

Message from the Factory
An old adage says that no news is good news. We
aren’t certain if that is completely true, however, there
really hasn’t been any news to speak of at the factory and to us, that seems like good news. We are just
busy building trailers. We do remain behind schedule
because production is having a difficult time keeping
up with sales. Spring weather may get us behind a little
more because some of the men will be working in the
fields rather than in the factory during planting season.
Daylight is more and more each day but it has remained
pretty chilly. I’m sure it will all work out, it always does.
Our sales representatives have been busy traveling
from state to state to attend RV Shows and they report
back to us that the interest in TrailManor travel trailers
continuously grows. It is good to have the pandemic in
the rearview mirror; we hope it stays there.
Thank you for putting your trust in our product.
There has always been ‘sticker shock’ for people look-
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ing to purchase a TrailManor; in fact, one study shows
that buyers ‘think’ about buying a TrailManor for an
average of seven years before they actually make their
decision to buy one. We know the price is reasonable for
what goes into a TrailManor and we work to keep the
price realistic. With prices on everything soaring it is
been a challenge. So, it is always a great pleasure to hear
how that buying decision has led to so much enjoyment
for you. We like reading about your club’s adventures
and travels.
We are anxious for the TrailBlazer rally scheduled
in Sioux Falls in July because we’ll get to meet those of
you who come for the factory visit. Be prepared to find
us on the Upland Hutterite Colony in the South Dakota
countryside ‘out in the middle of nowhere.’ We love it
out here and hope you will too.
Paul Wipf
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West Coast Chapter 2022 Autumn Rally, September 15-18, Lemon Cove, California
Come join the West Coast Chapter’s Autumn
rally at the Lemon Cove Village RV Park, located approximately 19 miles East of Visalia
off Highway 99 in California’s Central Valley.
Lemon Cove Village RV Park is located in the
small town of Lemon Cove, population 350,
surrounded by beautiful scenery including
mountains, rocks, and oak trees, just 25 miles
from the entrance to Sequoia National Park in
the Sierra Nevada mountain range.
www.lemoncovevillagervpark.com
The plan for those who are interested is to
spend a day visiting Sequoia National Park,
and possibly another day visiting the city of
Kingsburg, a 40 minute drive West and North
from Lemon Cove, known for its Swedish heritage, shops, and architecture:
www.californiaforvisitors.com/kingsburg/
The campground does not reserve sites for
small groups; members joining are required to
make their own reservation using the campground website. Currently there are 7 available
30 amp FHU max 32 feet sites at a rate of $65/

night, and 16 50/30 amp FHU larger than 32
feet sites at a rate of $75/night. A 10% discount
is provided for Good Sam Members (proof of
membership required at check in; be sure to
click on “Good Sam Member” when making
on-line reservations) or military veteran. There
is a $25 booking fee. Early reservations are recommended due to limited sites.
Please note the cancellation policy. Cancelling
48 hours prior to check-in forfeits the 1st night
fee plus a $25 booking fee. Cancelling 24-48
hours prior to check-in forfeits the 1st night
plus booking plus ½ of the remaining reservation. Full reservation and booking fee will be
charged if cancelled less than 24 hours prior to
check-in.
Please inform Larry Fennern after making
your reservation (LEFennern@gmail.com, 408227-9468). Plan on bringing your own meals/
drinks for evening gatherings; possibly a restaurant night out will be arranged (TBD - Further
details provided later for those who sign up).

West Coast Chapter, 2023 Spring Rally, April 20-24, Hollister, California
We have reserved 11 spaces for our Spring Rally
at Casa de Fruta RV Orchard Resort in Hollister,
California. The date of the rally is April 20, 2023, to
April 24, 2023. Our cost per night is estimated to be
$45.00 for one or two persons. If we have less than
10 units, the cost could be greater, but we would be
entitled to the Good Sams 5% discount.
This is a central location with plenty to do at Casa
de Fruta or other locations to visit near by. Casa de
Fruta has a restaurant that we enjoy, a wine/deli
store, an ice cream/bakery shop, a fruit stand, and
the gas station has tri-tip sandwiches and fresh large
burritos made to order. They also have a carousel
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and a small train to ride around the area.
As Wagonmaster, I would need to collect the
camp fees and pay the campground our fees for the
weekend. If you are planning to go to this Rally,
please mark your calendar and send me a check
eight weeks ahead of time for $45 for the first night
camping. The check is to be made out to Ralph
Sherer. My address is 17 Angela Ave, San Anselmo,
CA 94960-1316.
The address is Casa de Fruta Orchard Resort,
10031 Pacheco Pass Highway, Hollister, CA 95023.
Each unit must stop at RV Resort Office to register.
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MILE HIGH TRAILBLAZERS OF COLORAD0, NEW MEXICO, WYOMING AND UTAH.
MHTB’s upcoming rally schedule for 2022 is filling up nicely. To begin with, 5 or 6 member rigs have decided to get
together the weekend of May 17th at the Great Sand Dunes Recreation RV and Pool for an unscheduled “adventure
rally”. They’re really anxious to shake out the cobwebs and get a jumpstart on this year’s camping season. Our first
scheduled rally June 10 – 12 at Circle the Wagons RV situated at the base of the Spanish Peaks at 7000' elevation in La
Veta, CO has 13 rigs signed up and ready for a fun-filled weekend. A variety of sights and adventures are available in
the area including the lakes and golf course at nearby Lathrop State Park, driving the beautiful Highway of Legends,
Great Sand Dunes National Monument, the famous Cumbres & Toltec Railroad trip between Antonito, CO and Chama,
NM and the many magnificent hiking trails throughout Spanish Peak Country.

If you are not a current member of the MHTB Chapter and plan to attend one of our rallies:
Please contact Tom Shaw (Rally Chairman) at trshaw28@gmail.com. He will gladly answer any of your questions
and notify the rally host to expect you.
Dates

Reserve Dates

Location / (Distance from downtown Denver)

Notes

Elev.

Host

June
10-12

April 10

Circle the Wagons RV
La Veta, CO
(177)
719-988-6190
https://circlethewagonsrvpark.com/

Spanish Peaks

7030

Luckow/
Thimmig

July
8-10

Feb. 1

Pagosa Riverside CG
Pagosa Springs, CO (319)
(888) 785-3234
https://www.pagosariverside.com/

No online reservations

7200

OPEN

August
12-14

Feb. 12

Steamboat KOA
Steamboat Springs, CO
(970) 879-0273
Go to KOA.com

New section added

6730

Maelzer

Sept
9-11

March 8
or earlier

Ridgeway State Park
Ridgeway, CO
(315)
(970) 626-5822
https://cpw.state.co.us/buyapply/Pages/Reservati
ons.aspx

PaCoChuPuk
Campground

7050

Bedard

4 Seasons RV Park
Salida, CO
(145)
719-539-3084
https://www.fourseasonsrvpark.biz/
Winterization: Water is fill at spigot- not at sites.

Hot Springs Pool

7050

Burdick

October
7-9

ASAP
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(160)
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Call on Feb. 1

Loop G

Arkansas River
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North Central Heartland Rally, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, July 13–17, 2022
Come join the North Central Heartland mid-July
summer rally in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, July 13 17, hosted by Kim Vappie, Amy Chrisman and Larry
Fennern. *Members arriving Wednesday afternoon,
July 13, may wish to join a tour of the TrailManor
factory requested for Thursday, July 14, in communication with Cleo Eickhoff. Activities identified for
Friday and Saturday include a visit to Falls Park, a
downtown Sculpture Walk, the Cat Fish Bay Water
Ski Park Show and the Mary Jo Wegner Arboretum.
Evening activities are also planned to meet and greet
arriving members and to join together for a box catered meal Saturday evening. A continental breakfast
is planned for Sunday morning.
A block of 13 campsites have been reserved at
the Sioux Falls KOA campground (https://koa.com/
campgrounds/sioux-falls/ ) and will be held for reservations through March 31, 2022. Please reserve
your site early by calling Alan at the campground
(Tele: 605-332-9987) and mention your wish to join
the TrailBlazers group as arranged by Larry Fennern. (Due to the Winter season, you may need to
leave a message for the campground with your name
and phone number for call back.) Rates depend on

the type of campsite requested; the reserved sites are
back-in full hookup priced at $57 week nights/$59
weekend nights, plus taxes, which includes a 10%
group rate discount. The 10% discount will apply to
whatever type of site you decide to reserve. One night
deposit required, with standard KOA policy in event
of cancellation.
To cover expenses associated with meet and greet
evenings and Sunday continental breakfast, please
send a check for $10 per person made out to Kim
Vappie, 38 Deer Hills Drive, North Oaks, MN 55127.
Please also provide a contact cell phone number, address, arrival and departure dates and the campsite
assigned by campground. Questions may be directed
to Kim at kimvappie@gmail.com . Hope to see you at
the rally!
Update: The block of campground sites reserved
for the rally have been filled. However, although the
campground is no longer holding sites, they will continue to take TrailBlazers reservations on a site available basis and locate those who wish to join as close as
possible to block already reserved. Please request the
TrailBlazers discount when seeking a reservation and
inform Kim Vappie of your planned participation.

Trails of the Past by Camper Gene
Oops, how did that happen? Most every TrailBlazers member must have had a camping oops happen
to them.
Here is one of my oops. At a TrailBlazers campout,
the hose to my water drain busted. I could not connect
to the campground water supply. If so, it would leak
out. So, some fellow campers came up with the idea
to patch it up with a small clear plastic tube. The next
day we moved to a state park campground. Early the
following morning, two campground rangers came
knocking on our door and woke us up. The patch
had busted and our area was flooded. Of course, they
were telling us to turn off our water supply!
Here is an oops as told by Lois. We were on our
way home from a camping trip, and since we were
going though Minneapolis, we thought it would be
nice to stop and visit our niece and her husband who
lived there. I called our niece and was able to make
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arrangements for a visit. They asked us to stay overnight, and I said yes, but we would sleep in our camper in their driveway. We went to sleep that night on
opposite beds. In the middle of the night, I became
chilled and got up on my hands and knees to pull the
covers over myself. The mattress tipped over on its
side and I fell on the ground! I was stunned. I got up
and started to go in the camper. As I opened the door,
Gene sat up and saw me coming in. He was surprised
and asked what I was doing outside the camper. I replied, “take a look at the mattress”! Then together we
straightened out the bed. Our laughter was almost
unstoppable.
Most TrailBlazers must have an oops. Please e-mail
me your oops story and it may appear in the next tidings. My e-mail address is campergene@aol.com.
Lois and Gene Schaffner,
Original members of the Charter Chapter
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The Tidings is distributed via E-mail. Be sure to keep us advised of any changes to your e-mail address. Send
any changes of your membership information to Joni Page, 267 Alma Dr. NW, Cedar Rapids, IA
52405-4304, j.page.81623@gmail.com

Meet our Membership Coordinator,
Joni Page, from Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Joni is
retired from Radiology, working 48 years
in hospital settings. She likes reading,
gardening, camping and collecting states.
Please take note of the new membership
form and address for new and renewed
membership requests!

TrailManorTM TrailBlazers Membership Form
Check one:

r New Member r Renewing Member r Friends & Family membership application

The club membership fee is $15.00 USD/year. Please enclose $15.00 in US funds for each year you wish to pay. Checks
for an improper amount will be returned to the sender. Make checks payable to TrailManor TrailBlazers.
Mail

to:

Joni Page, Attn. TrailBlazers, 267 Alma Drive NW, Cedar Rapids IA 52405-4304, (319) 396-3134
email: j.page.81623@gmail.com
Name _______________________________________________ Spouse/Partner Name_________________________
Phone number(s)_________________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________________________
City_________________________________________________State/ Zip___________________________________
E-Mail Address(s) _________________________________________________________________________________
TrailManorTM Model and Year (when applicable)_________________________________________________________
If new Friends & Family membership application, indicate name of inviting TrailBlazers member _________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Please send all information listed the form for renewals to confirm that the information we have in our records is current. If alternate phone or email addresses are provided, the member’s first name and/or type of phone (e.g., home,
cell) may be indicated. Information provided on an application will be printed in the next newsletter and the club
directory. Please indicate information you do not want printed. Information is not provided to other sources.
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TrailManor Dealers
Check the TrailManor website for other possible dealers: http://www.trailmanor.com/dealers
Be sure to call before traveling to a dealer. Sometimes things change

Amazing RVs
8464 Gulf Fwy
Houston TX 77017
832-549-9000
www.amazingrvs.com
Ken Boggs

Great Wheels
1985 Winfield Dunn Pkwy
Sevierville, TN 37876
Angie Brinkley
865.428.7425
angie@hhistores.com

ARIZONA ROUTE 66 RVs
11840 W. Rte 66 Ste A, Bellemont AZ
www.arizonaroute66rvs.com,
928-226-7326

Hartley’s RV Service
Steve Hartley
3830 US Rt 11, Cortland NY 13045
607-756-5302
stevehartleys@gmail.com
www.hartleysrv.com

Bankston Motor Homes
5660 Highway 431
Albertville AL 35950
256-891-3100
Bankston Motor Homes
2191 Jordan Lane
Huntsville Alabama
256-533-3100
www.bankstonmotorhomes.com
don@bankstonmotorhomes.com
hb@bankstonmotorhomes.com
chase@bankstonmotorhomes.com
Bankston Motor Homes
9690 US-31
Warrior, Alabama 35180
BROWN’S CAMPING SALES
9726 Tara Blvd, Jonesboro Georgia
www.brownscamping.com
770-477-7718
Como RV
Rick Como
1601 W. Main St. ,
Inverness FL 34450
352-344-1411
fax 352-726-4966
www.comorv.com
rcomo@tampabay.rr.com
Custom RV Inc.
21722 Verne Ave
Hawaiian Gardens
CA 90716
909-983-8411
www.customrvsales.com
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Prosser’s Premium RV Outlet
14003 W. Leetsbir Rd
Sturtevant, Wisconsin 53177
262-898-2610
www.prosserrv.com
mike@prossersrv.com
See Grins RV Service & Repair
7900 Arroyo Circle, Gilroy CA 90520
408-683-4652
www.seegrinsrv.com/rv-service
Van City RV
1426 Selix Grove
Colo Springs CO 80915 $981.00
719-377-6999
www.vancityrv.com
Van City RV
6385 S Arville St,
Las Vegas NV 89118
702.202.2601
accounting@vancityrv.com
john@vancityrv.com
Daisy RV
2108 Ranch Rd 1431 Ste 100
Marble Falls TX 78654
830-715-5406, daisyrv.com
jeffellis05@yahoo.com
ron@daisymotorgroup.com
daisymotorgroup@gmail.com
Horn Rapids RV Service & Sales
2451 Henderson Loop
Richland WA 99354
509-375-7577
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hornrapidsrv.com
Jgodfrey@hornrapidsrv.com
Jack’s Campers
1313 W. Norway, PO Box 944
Mitchell SD 57301
605.996.1181
800.356.1812
bob@jackscampers.com (Bob Polly)
bobhansen@jackscampers.com
https://www.jackscampers.com/
jacks-rentals
Jack’s Campers
13203 High Plains Pl
Piedmont SD 57769
605-787-9010
MASTERCRAFT RV CENTER
5400 Fort Campbell Road
Hopkinsville Kentucky
270-888-9362
Point North RV
3389 West US 10
Lucington MI 9431
231-907-2003
lance@pointnorthrv.com
TULSA RV
20213 E. Admiral Pl
Catoosa OK
(918-234-0000
Wise Trailer Sales
211 Jayco Drive, Ebensburg PA 15931
814.472.5561
MCD Corp.
(PROVIDES SERVICE ONLY)
14 Iyanough Rd (Rt 28)
West Yarmouth, Massachusetts
508-775-6311
www.mcdcorp.com
Webb RV
1206 Hammond Street
Bangor, Maine 04401
David Webb 207-942-2900
Dwebb1206@gmail.com
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